An essential function of the public health nurse is the care of the sick in their homes. Periodic appraisal of the requirements for this purpose is necessary in view of changing needs and resources.
years of age and over; in 1944, 27.5 per cent were in this age bracket. This trend will continue for some time. Concurrently, newer methods of treatment have been more effective for the acute conditions than for the chronic. These changes will have their effect on the demand for visiting nurses; for although the need for nursing of the acute illnesses will decline, that for the care of the chronic sick will increase.
These shifts may not counterbalance one another, for the need of visiting nursing is not equal in the two types of cases. Under present conditions, most nursing agencies, due to lack of adequate staff, do not give more than a limited number of visits to the chronic sick and use these visits chiefly for teaching and demonstration purposes. While it may be that highly trained nursing service for chronic cases is not absolutely necessary for long periods, some form of visiting nurse service should be available. The chronically ill are often the aged living alone or in households where the other members are elderly. Their It is difficult to estimate the number and the kinds of public health nurses needed in the immediate future, and nothing would be gained at this time by making any further guesses. One thing is clear-the number we now have is only a fraction of the number we actually need. With a program of good public relations bringing knowledge of the value and increase in the use of this service home t,.the people and to the medical profession, there will be no difficulty whatever in absorbing more public health nurses than we now have for the care of the sick alone. Much, too, will depend on the type of program for the care of the sick which is established in the community. This is still in flux. If visiting nurse organizations and health departments will work together on a joint development, as will in all probability happen in the immediate future, a different setup from that now existing will prevail and will likewise affect the number of nurses actually needed. The field is wide open and leaders of public health nursing can without any fear stimulate the development of their profession for a considerable period without creating a surplus of workers. They will be profitably absorbed.
